
CHAPTER I Continued 

Land in Farms With Sales of 
$2,500 and Over 

The 1,695,04 7 farms with sales of $2,500 
and over in 1974 represented 73 percent 
of all fa~ms and contained 906 million 
acres of land. There were only 111 mil· 
lion acres of land in all other farms, 
including 52 million acres reported by 
grazing associations and Indian reser
vations. 

There were 413.0 million acres of 
cropland reported for these farms: 296.1 
million acres of cropland harvested, 65.7 
million acres of cropland used only for 
pasture or grazing, 4.1 million acres of 
cropland in cover crops, 7.1 million acres 
of cropland on which all crops failed, 
30.9 million acres of cropland in culti
vated summer fallow, and 9.0 million 
acres of cropland idle. 

The practice of summer fallowing is 
associated principally with the growing of 
wheat in the drier areas of the Great 
Plains and the Western States. Summer 
fallow was included as a separate category 

of land use for only the 17 Western States 
(North and South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, the Mountain 
States, California, Oregon, and Wash
ington) in 1964, but was included for all 
the States in 1969 and 1974. As a result, 
some of the cropland reported in other 
categories in the Eastern States in 1964 
was reported as summer fallow in 1969 
and 1974. There were 148,000 farms 
reporting 31 million acres of summer 
fallow in 1974, 276,000 farms reporting 
44 million acres in 1969, and 200,000 
farms reporting 35 million acres in 1964. 
The decline in farms reporting and in 

acres reported as cultivated summer fal
low from 1969 to 197 4 was due to a shift 
in land from this use to cropland har
vested, stimulated by an increase in crop 
prices and federal policy encouraging full 
production. 

Of the total 69 million acres of wood
land in farms, 34 million were pastured 
or grazed in 1974. The productivity of 
this kind of pasture varied greatly, as 
the land included cutover forestland once 

used for crops or open pasture in the 
process of reverting to forestland, wood· 

r land, brush and scrubland, etc. 

In 1974, total cropland in farms with 
sales of $2,500 and over decreased by 4 
million acres. This probably resulted from 
the conversion of cropland to nonfarm 
purposes and from some changes in the 
amount of cropland pasture reported by 
farm operators. There were also 39,000 
less farms with sales of $2,500 and over 
in 1974 than in 1969. 

Cropland harvested increased by 35 
million acres. The largest changes from 
1969 were in the increases in wheat 
harvested by 19 million acres, corn for 
grain by 10 million acres, and soybeans 
by 11 million acres. Oats for grain de· 
creased by 5 million acres. 

The acres of cropland pasture reported 
in the 1969 self-enumeration census was 
more than 25 million acres greater than 
the acres recorded by census enumerators 
for 1964. Some of this increase reflected 
the interpretation of the meaning of the 
item by the individual operator, rather 

Farms With Salesof $2,500 and Over: 1974 
(Farms With Sales of $2,500 and Over-County Unit Basis) 

,o 

\. 

1-20 

UNITED STATES 
TOTAL 

1,69S,047 

1 DOT - 250 FARMS 

U. S. Department of Commerce 
Bureau of the Census 


	00000118.tif

