
CHAPTER II Continued 

Almost 49 percent of the total de
crease in the number of farms between 
1969 and 1974 occurred on farms with 
less than 100 acres. The change in the 
definition of a farm accounted for 67 
percent of the decrease in farms of less 
than 100 acres. Since 1950, every size 
group below 220 acres has shown a con
siderable drop in number of farms in each 
census. Table 5 shows the changes since 
1935 in the number of farms in the 
various size groups. 

Table 6 shows the effects of the 
change in farm definition in the 1974 
census on the number of farms in the 
size groups. Farms of less than 100 acres 
accounted for 89 percent of the farms 
excluded. The change in definition had 
the greatest effect on the number of 
farms in the South; 52 percent of the 
farms excluded and 50 percent of the 
acres excluded were in that region. 

Although the number of farms in the 
under-10-acres size group has decreased 
in each census since 1945, the rate of 
change has varied more than for most 
other size groups. The changes in number 
are attributed to the changes in the defi
nition of a farm between 1954 and 1959 
and between 1969 and 1974, relative 
completeness of each census erumera
tion, changes in census enumeration 
procedures, and changes in the number 
of places with agricultural operations. 
The number of farms in the under-10-
acres category declined about 21 percent 
between 1969 and 1974. Table 7 provides 
the number of farms in the under-10-
acre group since 1880. 

A significant part of the increase from 
1964 to 1969 in the number of farms 
with under 3 acres may be due to a com
bination of differences in enumeration 
and processing procedures. In 1969 and 
1974, some respondents reported all land 
rented ·out, but at the same time reported 
ownership of some poultry or livestock. 
In these cases, the respondents were 
credited with the livestock and 1 acre, 
which was counted as a census farm 
if the value of products sold or noF· 
mally expected to be sold would qualify 
the operation as a farm. In prior censuses, 
the, census enumerators were, in general, 
instructed to include the livestock owned 
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by the landlord on the census report for 
the tenant. 

Farms With Sales of $2,500 and Over 

Farms with sales of $2,500 and over de
creased 2 percent compared with a 15-
percent decrease for all farms. In size, 
farms with sales of $2,500 and over were 
significantly larger, averaging almost 534 
acres as compared with 440 acres for 
all farms. 

Since 1950, the average size of farms 
with sales of $2,500 and over has in
creased from 407 acres to 534 in 1974. 

Year 
1974 ... 

Average size 
....... 534.3 

1969 ................. 529.7 
1964 ................. 507.8 
1959 ................. 454.8 
1954 ................. 421.1 
1950 ................. 407.0 

Changes in the size-of-farm distribu
tion for farms with sales of $2,500 and 
over differed from the all-farm distribu· 
tion in that the number of the former 
with less than 100 acres increased by 18 
percent whereas the number of the 
latter with less than 100 acres decreased 
19 percent. Also, the number of farms 
with 1 ,000 acres and over increased by 4 
percent for farms with sales of $2,500 
and over, as compared with 3 percent for 
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all farms. Table 8 provides data on the 
changes in size from 1964 to 1974. 

Characteristics of Farms by Size 

Farms of All Sizes 

Detailed data in table 35 show various 
farm characteristics for 12 size groups 
of farms with sales of $2,500 and over. 
Although detailed analysis of data at the 
national level is difficult because of the 
combining of different types of farms 
from different areas of the country, some 
relationships appear to be significant: 

Data for size of farm in acres, when 
related to data expressed in other meas
ures of size or productivity, provide a 
picture of the complexity of the nation's 
agriculture. 

Data for size of farm by value of land 
and buildings, ranges widely within the 
same size group, which to some degree 
indicates the variations in the productivity 
of land. Value comparisons are shown 
in table 9. 

Data for size of farm by value of sales 
ranges widely among size groups. In 
1974, only 36.8 percent of farms of 
under 100 acres had sales of $10,000 or 
more, as compared with 70.5 percent of 
farms with 100 to 499 acres and 89.6 
percent of farms with 500 acres and 
over (table 10). 
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