
CHAPTER II. Size of Farm 

The size of a farm can be measured in a 
number of ways: Acres of land in farm, 
value of products sold, acres of cropland 
harvested, value of capital invested, labor 
requirements, number of livestock, and 
expenditures. The most commonly used 
are by acres of land in farms and by value 
of products sold. The data in this chapter 
deal only with the size by land in farms. 
For a guide to data on farms classified by 
other measures of size, see table 1. 

to another, because topography, climate, 
and soil vary, so comparing the natural 
productivity of an acre of arid western 
rangeland to that of an acre of mid
western corn land or southern tobacco 
land, is not very useful in determining 
its potential contribution to agricultural 
production. 

of dollars and irrigated vegetable farms 
to have sales in excess of $3,000 per acre. 

The differences, in the productivity of 
land in various areas of the country and 
between various types of farms, need to 
be considered when using data for classi
fications of farms based on physical area 
alone. 

Farms have been classified by acres 
of land in the farm in each census since 
1860. It is a convenient method of meas
urement and seemingly, a uniform one. 
However, land productivity is not uni
form from one section of the country 

The widespread, large-scale substitu
tion of capital inputs for farmland in 
recent years also has made acreage 
comparisons less meaningful. Technologi
cal developments and increased mechani
zation have made possible substantial 
increases in crop and livestock output. 
For instance, cattle feedlots of less than 
100 acres are now able to gross millions 

The data in this report on farm size are 
presented for the United States, the 4 
geographic regions and 9 divisions, and 
the 50 States. The data are provided sep
arately for all farms and for farms with 
sales of $2,500 and over. When available, 
comparative 1969 statistics are also pro
vided. Data from censuses prior to 1969 
are in the tables presenting statistics 

Table 1. Other Published Data for Size of Farm: 1974 

VOLUME I 

State tables 

All farms: 

! ................................ . 
2 ................................ . 

4 ................................ . 

F.a~~, ~~~~ • ~~~~~, ~: • !~~ ~~? • ~~~ • ~~~~~ 
11 ............................... . 

15 ••.•••••••••.••••••••••••••••••• 
28 .............................. .. 
29 ............................... . 
30 ............................... . 
31 ............................... . 
32 ............................... . 
33 ............................... . 

County tables 

All farms: 

Geographic area Time period Farm classification 

State •••• , ••.••• 
State •.••••••••• 

State ••• , •••• ,,. 

State, .••. , •.••• 
State, ••..•••••. 

State ••••••.•• ,. 
State .•.••••••.• 
State •••.••••••• 
State, •.••••••.• 
State., •.•••.••• 
State ••.•.. ,, .•• 
State •.••.••..•• 

1940 to 1974 Total farm.s •••••••••••.••••••.••••• , ••.•••••..•.•••..••••• 
1964 to 1974 Total farms ••• , •••• , ••••••.•.• , .•.....••.•...••...••.•.•• , 

1964 to 1974 Farms by income and sales •.•• , ••••••. , •..•.••.•..•..•• , ••• 

1964 to 1974 Total farms •••••• ,., ••• ,, ••.•.• ,, ••.••• , .•••••.•....•.. ,., 
1964 to 1974 Total farms., .•.•• ,, .•.••••.••• ,. 0. 0 ••••• 0. 0, •••••••• , •• ,, 

1969 to 1974 Farms by value of sales ••.... , •. , ...•.• o •••••••• ,.,,, ••• ,, 

1974 ••••••• , Farms by tenure of operator and type of organization.,, •• , 
1974........ Farms by age and principal occupation •••••••••••.••••••.•• 
1974 ••.•.• ,, Farms by size., ••••.•• , ••••• ,, •• ,,., •.. ,,, ... , .••.. ,.,., •. 
1974........ Farms by value of agricultural products sold •••••.•... , .•• 
1974........ Farms by standard industrial classification •••.....•.•• , .• 
1974........ Farms by standard industrial classification by value 

of sales, 

I,................................ County and State 1974 and 1969 Total farms .............................................. , 

Farms with sales of $2 1 500 and over: 
1 ......................... ,....... County and State 1974 and 1969 Total farms ............... ,,, ... , .. , .. ,, ... , .... ,,,, .. , ... 

VOLUME II 

All fanns and farms with sales of 
$2,500 and over: 

Coverage 

Farms by acres harvested. 
Farms} land in farms, harvested cropland, 
irrigated land. 

Farms by value of sales. 

Farms by acres harvested. 
Farms, land in farms, harvest£.d cropland} 

irrigated land. 
Farms by value of sales. 
Number of farms. 
Number of farms. 
Farms and farm characteristics. 
Number of farms. 
Number of farms. 
Number of farms. 

Number of farms by land in fanns and harvested 
cropland. 

Number of farms by land in fanns and harvested 
cropland, 

Part 1 • • • • •.. •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • United States... 1974...... •• Farm.s by value of sales ••••••••••• ,,,,,.,, •• , ••• , ••• ,..... Number of farms, 
Part 8, • • • • • • • • • ••••••••••• •• • • • • • United States... 1974, •••••• , Farms by standard industrial classification •• ,,,, ••• ,,,.,. Number of farms. 
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