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INTRODUCTION

Authority, Area Covered,
and History

The 1974 Census of Agriculture was
taken in accordance with the provisions
of Title 13, United States Code, re-
affirmed by section 818 of the Agricul-
ture and Consumer Protection Act of
1973 (Public Law 93-86). Sections 142(a)
and 191 of Title 13 provide for a census
of agriculture every 5 years in each State,
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
Guam, and the Virgin Islands.

The 1974 census is the 20th nation-
wide census of agriculture and the second
conducted primarily by mail. The first
agricultural census data were collected in
1840 as part of the sixth decennial
census. Since that time, a census of
agriculture has been a part of each
decennial census program, and since 1920
a national census of agriculture has been
taken every 5 years.

Farm Definition

For each of the 20 censuses of agriculture
except the first, taken in 1840, the
agency responsible for conducting the
census has established minimum criteria
which define a farm for the purpose of
the census. As the Nation has developed
and grown, agriculture also has changed
and grown, and from time to time the
minimum criteria for the definition of a
farm have been changed.

Prior to 1974, the eighth and most
recent change in minimum criteria was
for the 1959 Census of Agriculture, when
the definition of a farm was based pri-
marily on a combination of acres in the
place and value of agricultural products
sold.

The word ‘‘place’”” was defined to in-
clude all land on which agricultural oper-
ations were conducted at any time in the
census year under the day-to-day control
or supervision of one person or partner-
ship. Control may have been exercised
through ownership or management or
through a lease, rental, or cropping
arrangement,

Places of less than 10 acres in the
census year were counted as farms if the
estimated sales of agricultural products
for the year amounted to at least $250.
Places of 10 or more acres in the census
year were counted as farms if the esti-
mated sales of agricultural products
for the year amounted to at least $50.
Places having less than the $50 or $250
minimum estimated sales in the census
year were also counted as farms if they
could normally be expected to produce
agricultural products in sufficient quan-
tity to meet the requirements of the
definition.

Using the 1959 definition, the 1969
census reported about 571,000 farms in
the United States having sales of less than
$1,000; these farms comprised 20.9
percent of all farms but contributed less
than 1 percent of total sales. In 1974
there were only about 152,000 such
farms, accounting for less than 6 hun-
dredths of 1 percent of total sales.
Between censuses many of these small
farms had ceased operations, while
many others had sales of $1,000 or more
in the census year, either because of in-
creased agricultural activity or because
of increases in the per unit value of agri-
cultural products sold.

In view of increases in price levels and
other changes in the structure of agri-
cultural operations, various individuals

and organizations, including members of
the Census Advisory Committee on Agri-
culture Statistics, the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, agreed that a change
in the definition of a farm was justified.
The Department of Commerce announced
on August 12, 1975, that the census def-
inition of a farm, for purposes of pub-
lishing the 1974 census data, was any
establishment which during the census
year had or normally would have had
sales of agricultural products of $1,000
or more.

In the next 10 months, Congress
held four hearings on the appropriateness
of changing the definition. During this
time, Public Law 94-229, enacted March
15, 1976, included a provision requiring
the statistical classification of farms in
effect on January 1, 1975, to be con-
tinued in effect through June 30, 1976,
and that any statistical report issued on
or before June 30, 1976, should reflect
such classification, but could also include
additional classifications as deemed appro-
priate by the Secretary of Commerce.

Definition for preliminary reports. Pub-
lication of the preliminary county reports
began in April 1976, and these reports
for all counties and States, the four re-
gions, and the United States were tabu-
lated and published in accordance with
the same farm definition used for the
1959, 1964, and 1969 censuses.

Definition for final reports. For all final
reports, the 1974 statistics are in accord-
ance with the 1974 definition, which
differs from the earlier definition in only
two respects:

IX



INTRODUCTION Continued

1. The criterion for number of “‘acres
in place’’ has been deleted.

2. The criterion for minumum value
of agricultural products sold has
been changed to $1,000.

Thus for 1974, a farm was defined to
include all land on which agricultural
operations were conducted at any time
in the census year under the day-to-day
control of an individual management,
and from which $1,000 or more of agri-
cultural products were sold during the
census year. Control may have been ex-
ercised through ownership or manage-
ment, or through a lease, rental, or crop-
ping arrangement. Places having less than
the minimum $1,000 sales in the census
year were also counted as farms if they
could normally be expected to produce
agricultural products in sufficient quan-
tity to meet the requirements of the
definition.

Three tables in this report provide
users with measures of the effect of the
change in definition: The table following
this introduction shows farms and sales,
by county, for 1974 and 1969, for both
the old and the new definitions, and also
for those places excluded by the 1974
but not by the 1959 definition. In chapter
11, table 33 presents data by county for
1974 showing comparisons between
farms (1974 definition) and agricultural
operations that would have been farms
under the 1959 definition. The table that
comprises appendix B presents data by
State for 1974 and 1969 showing char-
acteristics of 1974 agricultural operations
excluded by the new definition and of
1969 farms having less than $1,000 total
value of sales.

The 1974 ‘“‘all farms’’ data shown in
State tables 1 through 9 and county
tables 1 through 10. are for those agri-
cuttural operations with at least $1,000
in total (or potential) sales of farm prod-
ucts. All other tables in this report
are limited to farms with sales of $2,600
or more (see the paragraphs in appen-
dix A that describe the report forms
and the enumeration method).

Comparability of Data

In general, data for 1974 and earlier

X

censuses are comparable with data from
earlier censuses only for farms with
$2,500 or more total value of sales, be-
cause the data for farms with $2,500
or more value of sales are not affected
by the change in farm definition. Data
for all farms for 1974 are based on the
new definition so they are not directly
comparable to earlier censuses. It is also
important to note that in addition to
the difference in farm definition used
in this report from that in the preliminary
version, this final report contains 1974
figures which will not agree with figures
in the preliminary reports because of
corrections, additions, and deletions.

Even for farms with $2,500 or more
value of sales, the difference in timing
and the change from personal interview
to mail enumeration affect the com-
parability between the data for 1974
and 1969 and that for earlier censuses.
Both 1974 and 1969 censuses were taken
by mail; all earlier censuses were taken
by direct interview.

Dramatic changes in rates of farm
expenditure and unit prices of products
sold between the 1969 and 1974 censuses
affect the comparability of some census
data. During the period between the two
censuses, prices paid by farmers greatly
increased. Prices received by farmers also
increased but with wide fluctuations
among commodities at different times
during the census year of 1974.

Crop and livestock production data are
for the calendar year 1974, except for a
few crops (such as citrus) for which the
production year overlaps the calendar
year. Expenditures, crops irrigated, usage
of agricultural chemicals and fertilizers,
and sale of farm products were all asked
for the calendar year. Respondents were
instructed to report inventory numbers of
livestock, poultry, and other specified
items as of December 31, 1974. The
reporting period and inventory data are
the same as for the 1969 census.

Censuses prior to 1969 were taken by
enumerators, each assigned to a specific
geographic area. Field work for the 1964
and 1959 censuses was completed largely
in October, November, and December of
the reference year. Livestock and poulitry
inventories for those two censuses were as

of the time of enumeration. Other varia-
tions in time of enumeration occurred in
censuses prior to 1959.

Graphics

On the following pages, there is a graphic
presentation of selected agricultural
statistics for this State. The first four dot
maps are being published for all States.
The second four dot maps have been
selected to present data of particular
importance to this State.

Tabular Presentation

State data—In chapter |, State tables 1
through 27 show detailed State level data
generally accompanied by historical data
for one or more censuses. Tables 28
through 33 provide 1974 State data
cross-tabulated by various farm classifica-
tions.

County summary data—A summary of
selected data items for each county of the
State is presented in chapter Il of this
publication. In these tables the counties
are listed in alphabetical order with the
State total at the beginning of each table.

County miscellaneous data—In chapter
111, data for additional crop and livestock
items not common to a large number of
counties are reported in a separate set of
tables by county for each State. Some of
these items, even though reported in only
a few counties of the State, are suffi-
ciently important to account for a sig-
nificant proportion of the agricultural
production.

Counties not having the subject item
of a given table, or with only a very
limited number of farms reporting the
item, are not listed separately; their data
are combined with other counties and
presented as “All other.”

Final county data—Six pages of data are
presented in chapter IV for each county
with 10 farms or more in 1974. The
tables include final data for each county
and are more comprehensive than those
in the preliminary reports. Data are for
the year 1974 with inventory (on place)
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figures as of December 31, 1974. In-
formation covering all farms and farms
with sales of $2,500 and over are pre-
sented for both the 1974 and 1969
censuses. A State level six-page report like
the county report is published at the
beginning of the chapter.

Preliminary county data—Preliminary re-
ports have been published separately for
all counties in the United States with 10
farms or more in 1974, This four-page
series provided, at the earliest possible
date, usable information on a limited
number of major data items, with compara-
tive final figures from the 1969 census.

The reports were issued on a flow
basis, with a State report following the
release of the last county report for each
State. Tables showing regional and U.S.
totals were also prepared as a part of this
series.

For all States, the same table format
was used to present the data except data
for six selected crops shown in table 7.
These crops were varied by State de-
pending upon their relative importance.

For major items at the county level
differences between the preliminary and
final figures are in general less than 5
percent. At the State level, differences are
significantly less.

“See Text’’ Reference

The remark “See text” in the tables refers
to explanations, definitions, and classifi-
cations in sections 5 and 6 of appendix A.

Abbreviations and Symbols

The following abbreviations and symbols
are used throughout the tables:
- Represents zero.
D Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.
X Not applicable.
Zz Less than half of the unit re-
ported.
NA Not available.

X1
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FARMS AND VALUE OF PRODUCTS SOLD BY 1974 AND 1959 DEFINITIONS, WITH COMPARABLE DATA FOR AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS EXCLUDED BY 1974 DEFINITION: 1974 AND 1969

AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS
BY 1974 DEFINITION BY 1959 DEFINITION EXCLUDED BY 1974 DEFINITION
BUT NOT BY 1959 DEFINITION

COUNTY - VALUE OF AGRICUL-
NUMBER VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL NUMBER VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL NUMBER TURAL PRODUCTS

PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) SOLD ($1,000)

1974 1969 1974 1969| 1974 1969 1974 1969 1974 1969 1974 1969

MARYLAND, TOTAL. « o o4 15 163 13 986 619 947 338 444 16 312 17 181 620 298 339 597 1 149 3 195 35¢ 1 154
ALLEGANY. & v v v v s & 4 W 196 133 2 107 1 583 213 235 2 111 1 618 17 102 3 35
ANNE ARUNDEL., & o & & & 4 o 603 551 7 506 5 567 659 678 7 522 5 607 56 127 16 39
BALTIMORE o v v v v v 4 & o 886 730 21 253 13 720 1017 996 21 280 13 803 131 266 27 83
CALVERT , . . v v v v v W W 658 581 6 731 4 029 701 677 6 744 4 063 43 96 14 34
CAROLINE, & v 4 4w o & o & & 740 704 43 243 23 160 764 817 43 251 23 208 24 113 8 48
CARROLL v 4 4 o 4 & o o o 1 215 1 051 37 590 22 284 1 334 1 398 37 634 22 406 119 347 45 122
CECIL & v 4 v v v v o v o W 480 436 17 201 9 839 543 541 17 216 9 872 63 105 15 33
CHARLES ., . s v 4 v 4 o 4 & 689 616 9 221 4 951 731 738 9 238 4 992 42 122 17 41
DORCHESTER. v & v & v o & & 456 457 29 912 13 203 468 516 29 919 13 229 12 59 6 25
FREDERICK & & 4w & 4w & o & & 1 384 1 230 50 768 32 079 1 485 1 486 50 795 32 169 101 256 27 90
GARRETT ., ., . . . v . v 4 653 537 11 200 7 382 710 781 11 214 7 482 57 244 15 100
HARFORD , v v o v v v o 4 W 722 660 19 009 12 360 792 839 19 029 12 423 70 179 20 62
HOWARD, . v & v v v v v o W 356 322 11 376 6 573 412 445 11 390 6 620 56 123 14 47
KENTW o 0 0 v v 0 o 0 0 352 433 28 290 13 059 374 488 28 298 13 080 22 55 8 21
MONTGOMERY, & & & & « & 4 & 580 452 17 412 10 150 658 654 17 440 10 212 78 202 28 62
PRINCE GEORGES. + « « 4 o . 710 622 9 365 5 698 768 810 9 384 5 774 58 188 19 76
QUEEN ANNES + & v v & v 4 & 497 504 31 621 14 072 519 551 31 625 14 091 22 47 5 19
ST MARYS. & v v v v v & 4 829 789 13 653 6 625 870 862 13 667 6 651 41 73 15 25
SOMERSET. . v v v 4 4w & 4 & 435 438 40 917 24 935 444 470 40 921 24 952 9 32 5 17
TALBOT. v v 4 o v v v v v o 374 34y 30 597 11 003 387 419 30 601 11 031 13 75 5 28
WASHINGTON, & o & o o o o & 856 790 30 187 19 071 904 958 30 201 19 128 48 168 14 57
WICOMICO. v v v o o v o & & 851 912 85 810 43 968 882 1 037 85 822 44 018 31 125 12 50
WORCESTER & v v v v v v 4 W 641 694 64 982 33 130 677 785 64 995 33 167 36 91 13 37

Xt



HIGHLIGHTS of the State’s Agriculture: 1974 and 1969

Numberoffarms .............covininiiinnn.,

Acres in farms

Acres of harvested cropland ...................

Number of farms by size:

Tt049aCreS. . vt e

-------------------------------

....... total. .
per farm. .

....... total, .

....... total. .
per farm.

....... total. .
per farm. .

Machinery and equipment on farms -specified items (number):

Automobiles.................. .. ..
Motortrucks, including pickups ................
Tractors, excluding garden tractors and motor tillers

Value of all agricultural productssold.............

Number of farms, excluding abnormal farms, by value
of agricultural product sold:

Under$2500..........0.00vvinneennnnn...

Value of agricultural products sold by farms, excluding
abnormal farms, having sales of—

.......................

Farm production expenses—specified items:
Commercially mixed formula feeds
Commercial fertilizer

.............

....... total. .

per farm. .

....... total. .

per farm. .

.............

.............

.............

Gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil for the farm business .

Farm labor, contract labor, machine hire and customwork

All Farms
1974 1969!
15163 17 181
2634 395 2803 442
174 163
1438 842 1301450
95 76
4904 5 305
9 258 10 934
1001 942
285 218
2791190000 1793 193 000
184 079 104 370
328 574 000 167 938 000
21669 9775
16 276 18 105
21307 19 506
34705 34174
619 947 000 339 597 000
40 886 19 765
255 595 000 100 352 000
16 856 5841
362 976 000 237 629 000
23938 13831
3739 5967
11407 11199
3547 4454
3787 4388
2 461 1804
1073 417
539 136
4514 000 5510 000
614 294 000 333 029 000
19 633 000 24 249 000
81 163 000 96 890 000
156 334 000 110 756 000
147 257 000
209 908 000} 101 134 000 {
141 579 000 78 086 000
46 601 000 19 665 000
19 066 000 11820 000
45 826 000 34 416 000

! Not fully comparable because of change in farm definition; see introduction.

Farms with sales of

$2,500 and over
1974 1969
11586 11 590
2403432 2402 823
207 207
1399 778 1230975
121 106
2167 2322
7 835 8 356
984 912
280 210
2 493 482 000 1522 672 000
215215 131378
298 331 000 145 903 000
25 749 12 589
13 008 12712
17821 15 836
29 520 271735
614 507 000 333 464 000
53 039 28 772
252 786 000 97 375 000
21818 8 402
360 366 000 234 512 000
31104 20 234
179 391
11407 11199
3547 4 454
31787 4388
2 461 1804
1073 417
539 136
213 000 436 000
614 294 000 333 028 000
19 633 000 24 249 000
81 163 000 96 890 000
156 334 000 110 756 000
147 257 000
209 908 000} 101 134 000
140 862 000 77 512 000
45 961 000 18 976 000
18 343 000 10 969 000
44 841 000 32 955 000

Xi



CHART 1. Changes in the State’s Agriculture: 1974 From 1969

FARMS WITH SALES OF

PERCENT DECREASE

PERCENT INCREASE

$2,500 AND OVER ’
Numberof farms.................. total, .
Acresinfarms .................... total. .
per farm, .
Acres of harvested cropland .. ... .. total, .
per farm, .

Number of farms by size:

1to 49 acres

1,000 to 1,999 acres

2,000 acres and over

Value of land and buildings ... ....... total. .
per farm. .
per acre. .

Value of all agricultural products

sold .. ... total
per farm,
Crops .. ... total
per farm.
Livestock, poultry, and
theirproducts ..... .......... total. .
per farm. .

Number of farms by value of agricultural
products sold:

Under$2,500 ................ ... .0
$2,500 and over .... .................
$2500t0$9,999 ...................
$10000t0$39,999 .................
$40,000t0$99,999 .................
$100,000andover ..................

o -5Y4.2

! | - I 1 —I

Xiv




CHART 1. Changes in the State’s Agriculture: 1974 From 1969 — Continued

FARMS WITH SALES OF PERCENT DECREASE PERCENT INCREASE
$2,500 AND OVER [ 7 T T ] T I ] T T [ l

Value of agricultural products sold
by farms having sales of—

Under$2,500 ...............covvnsn.. 1-51.0

$2,500 and OVer ...................... 4.5 -
$2,50010$9,999 ...................
$10,000t0$39,999 .................
$40,000 10 $99,999 ... .............. yl.2
$100,000 and over .................. , 253 .7

Farm production expenses—specifiec items:
Commercially mixed formula feeds. . . . . ... g1.7 =
Commercial fertilizer .................. = 142.2 -
Gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil )

for the farm business . ................. — 67.2 ===

Farm labor, contract labor, machine hire
and customwork ..................... — 36.1
Value of machinery and equipment on :
farms . . ... ... L dollars. . I04.5 —

Machinery and equipment on farms—
specified items:

Automobiles. . . ........... number. . 2.3
Motortrucks, including pickups. . . number. . 12 N
Tractors, excluding garden tractors i
and motor tillers. . .. ...... number. . 6.4
N N T B B L1 | |
60 50 40 30 20 10 0 10 20 30 40 50 60
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CHART 2. Profile of the State’s Agriculture: 1974

ALL FARMS

PERCENT OF TOTAL FARMS

Farms by size: I

1t0 99 acres

.........................

......................

500t0999 acres ........o0hieinnn. Ll .
1,000t0 1,999 aCres ... ......o0ovvunnnns | .8

................... 0.4

2,000 acres and over

Farms by value of land and buildings:
$1t0819999.......... ..
$20,000t0$39,999 ...................
$40,000t0$99,999 ...................
$100,000t0 $499,999 .................
$500,000and over ....................

Farms by value of machinery and equipment:
$1108999 ..., 0.6
$1,000t0$4,999 .....................
$5,000t0$19,999 ....................
$20,000t0 $49,999 ...................
$50,000 andover ............ciuiunnn.

Farm operators by age:!
Under35vyears ...........ccovvvnennnnn
35t084years. ... .ot
451054 years .. ...
b5tobBdvyears............cooiiiiinn,

65yearsandolder.....................

Farm operators working off farm:'

1t099days ......oovieiiiiiiii

100 daysormore ..........covuvennnnn

Farm operators by tenure:
Fullowners . ......coovveennnnennennn
Partowners..............cvvvvninnnnn
Tenants ..o oveee i i

7

| I !

0.5

7.8

g.

2.5
2B.5

4.5

29.b
Y

0.6

7.4

6.4
26.9
25.7
8.2

42.2

41.9

36.6

J6.9

23.0
12.9

51

-

0 10

20 30 40

1 Data apply only to individual or family operations (sole proprietorships) and partnerships.

XVI
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CHART 2. Profile of the State’s Agriculture: 1974— Continued

PERCENT OF TOTAL FARMS

ALL FARMS
T | T | | |

Farms by value of agricultural products sold:
Under$2500 ..................c.vnt, 24.7
$2,500t0$4,999 ..................... 10.8
$5,000t0$9,999 .............ouin.s 12.7
$10,000t08$19,999 ................... 12.8
$20,000t0$39,999 ................... 12.2
$40,000t0$99,999 ................... I6.2
$100,000andover .................... 10.6

Value of agricultural products sold by farms
having sales of—

Under$2,500 ....................e.. 0.
$2,50010$4,999 ..................... l.
$5,000t0$9,999 ..................... 2.2
$10,000t0$19,999 ................... 4.5
$20,000t0$39,999 ................... B.6

$40,000t0 $99,999 .. .........uir.... 25 .3
$100,000 and over \ 7.7 mm

Farms by amount of total production
expenses:

$1108999 ... ..o . 12.5
$1,000t0$4,999 ..................... 29.4
$5,000t0$9,999 ... ........iiiii... 4.4
$10,000t0$19,999 ................... 11.9
$20,000t0$59,999 ... ................ : 7.6
$60,000 andover ..................... 14.2
Sources of farm income:

Crops yi.2

..............................

Livestock, poultry, and their products ... .. SB.5 ==m
Other farm-related sources' ............. 1.9

Type of organization for farms with sales of
$2,500 and over:

Individual or family ................... 3.4 s

1l - | l | 1 ]
0 10 20 30 40 50 60

llncludes forest products sold, and income from customwork and other agricultural services, recreational services, participation in government
farm programs, rental of farm property, and other miscellaneous sources closely related to the agricultural operation.
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HIAX

NUMBER OF FARMS: 1974

74 - 1MD

U.S. Department of Commerce
Bureau of the Census

74 - 2MD

LAND IN FARMS: 1974

1 DOT = 20,000 ACRES

U.S. Department of Commerce
Bureau of the Census

VALUE OF CROPS SOLD: 1974

74 - 3MD

1 DOT = $1,000,000

U.S. Department of Commerce
Bureau of the Census

74 - 4MD

VALUE OF LIVESTOCK, POULTRY,
AND THEIR PRODUCTS SOLD: 1974

1 DOT = $1,000,000

U.S. Department of Commerce
Bureau of the Census




CATTLE AND CALVES: 1974 VALUE OF DAIRY PRODUCTS SOLD: 1974
(FARMS WITH SALES OF $2,500 AND OVER)

1 DOT = 2,500 1 DOT = $500,000

U.S. Department of Commerce u.s. D t t of
74 - 5MD Bureau of the Census 74 - 6MD B:r‘::’u’::r:h: CC.:"':‘TONO

VALUE OF POULTRY AND POULTRY CORN HARVESTED FOR ALL PURPOSES: 1974
PRODUCTS SOLD: 1974

1 DOT = $500,000 1 DOT = 5,000 ACRES

U.S. Department of Commerce

74 - 7MD Bureau of the Census 74 - 8MD U.S. Department of Commerce

Bureau of the Census

XIX
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