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Preliminary Reports. Four pages of data pub-
lished separately for each county having 10
farms or more, and for each State, the four
geographic regions, and the United States.
The statistics printed in these reports are
superseded by those in the final reports,
Volumes [ through IV.

Volume |. State and County Data. One for each
State, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Is-
lands, covering the area and its subdivisions.
The reports for the States contain data for all
farms and farms with sales of $2,500 and over.
Chapter | contains detailed data at the State
level classified by size of farm, tenure and age
of farm operator, type of organization, value
of products sold, and major type of farm;
Chapter 11, county data summarized by subject;
Chapter 111, county data by subject for miscel-
laneous crop and livestock items found in
relatively few counties; Chapter IV, county
data by county,

Volume . Statistics by Subject. Chapters con-
taining total data for the United States, geo-
graphic regions and divisions, and States, for all
farms and farms with sates of $2,500 and over.

Volume I1lIl. Agricultural Services. Data by
county for each State covering establishments
whose primary activities are providing agri-
cultural services. Data at the U.S., State, and
county levels for all establishments are pre-
sented for selected four-digit standard industrial
classification codes by size and type of organi-
zation. Data shown include dollar volume of
business, gross receipts from products provided,
gross receipts, tabor and payroll by type of ser-
vice performed, capital expenditures, and ex-
penditures for electricity, gasoline, petroleum,
and other fuels.

Volume V. Special Reports.

Part 1, Graphic Summary. Profiles the Nation’s
agricultural system in a series of U.S. maps, a
number of which are printed in color. The char-
acteristics of America’s farms in 1974 are illu-
strated for crops, livestock, and many other
characteristics.

Part 2. Ranking Counties and States. Reports
on the top ranking 100 counties and 10 States
in descending order of importance for 88 se-
lected items for 1974 with comparative data for
1969.

Part 3. Coverage Evaluation. Shows the com-
pleteness of the agriculture census for States,
geographic divisions, and the United States.
Data also show the characteristics of farms
missed by value of sales and by selected stand-
ard industrial (type-of-farm) classifications.
Sampling reliability of the estimate of coverage
is shown by value of sales classifications,

Part 4. Procedural History. A comprehensive
summary of the procedures used in conducting
the 1974 Census of Agriculture in the 50
States, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin
Islands. The history explains the procedures
used from early planning and testing through
tabulation and publication of the final reports.
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INTRODUCTION

Authority, Area Covered,
and History

The 1974 Census of Agriculture was
taken in accordance with the provisions
of Title 13, United States Code, re-
affirmed by section 818 of the Agricul-
ture and Consumer Protection Act of
1973 (Public Law 93-86). Sections 142(a)
and 191 of Title 13 provide for a census
of agriculture every 5 years in each State,
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
Guam, and the Virgin Islands.

The 1974 census is the 20th nation-
wide census of agriculture and the second
conducted primarily by mail. The first
agricultural census data were collected in
1840 as part of the sixth decennial
census. Since that time, a census of
agriculture has been a part of each
decennial census program, and since 1920
a national census of agriculture has been
taken every 5 years.

Farm Definition

For each of the 20 censuses of agriculture
except the first, taken in 1840, the
agency responsible for conducting the
census has established minimum criteria
which define a farm for the purpose of
the census. As the Nation has developed
and grown, agriculture also has changed
and grown, and from time to time the
minimum criteria for the definition of a
farm have been changed.

Prior to 1974, the eighth and most
recent change in minimum criteria was
for the 1959 Census of Agriculture, when
the definition of a farm was based pri-
marily on a combination of acres in the
place and value of agricultural products
sold.

The word ‘“‘place” was defined to in-
clude all land on which agricultural oper-
ations were conducted at any time in the
census year under the day-to-day control
or supervision of one person or partner-
ship. Control may have been exercised
through ownership or management or
through a lease, rental, or cropping
arrangement.

Places of less than 10 acres in the
census year were counted as farms if the
estimated sales of agricultural products
for the year amounted to at least $250.
Places of 10 or more acres in the census
year were counted as farms if the esti-
mated sales of agricuitural products
for the year amounted to at least $50.
Places having less than the $50 or $250
minimum estimated sales in the census
year were also counted as farms if they
could normally be expected to produce
agricultural products in sufficient quan-
tity to meet the requirements of the
definition.

Using the 1959 definition, the 1969
census reported about 571,000 farms in
the United States having sales of less than
$1,000; these farms comprised 20.9
percent of all farms but contributed less
than 1 percent of total sales. In 1974
there were only about 152,000 such
farms, accounting for less than 6 hun-
dredths of 1 percent of total sales.
Between censuses many of these small
farms had ceased operations, while
many others had sales of $1,000 or more
in the census year, either because of in-
creased agricultural activity or because
of increases in the per unit value of agri-
cultural products sold.

In view of increases in price levels and
other changes in the structure of agri-
cultural operations, various individuals

and organizations, including members of
the Census Advisory Committee on Agri-
culture Statistics, the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, agreed that a change
in the definition of a farm was justified.
The Department of Commerce announced
on August 12, 1975, that the census def-
inition of a farm, for purposes of pub-
lishing the 1974 census data, was any
establishment which during the census
year had or normally would have had
sales of agricultural products of $1,000
or more.

In the next 10 months, Congress
held four hearings on the appropriateness
of changing the definition. During this
time, Public Law 94-229, enacted March
15, 1976, included a provision requiring
the statistical classification of farms in
effect on January 1, 1975, to be con-
tinued in effect through June 30, 1976,
and that any statistical report issued on
or before June 30, 1976, shouid reflect
such classification, but could also include
additional classifications as deemed appro-
priate by the Secretary of Commerce.

Definition for preliminary reports. Pub-
lication of the preliminary county reports
began in April 1976, and these reports
for all counties and States, the four re-
gions, and the United States were tabu-
lated and published in accordance with
the same farm definition used for the
1959, 1964, and 1969 censuses.

Definition for final reports. For all final
reports, the 1974 statistics are in accord-
ance with the 1974 definition, which
differs from the earlier definition in only
two respects:

IX
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1. The criterion for number of “acres
in place’’ has been deleted.

2. The criterion for minumum value
of agricultural products sold has
been changed to $1,000.

Thus for 1974, a farm was defined to
include all land on which agricultural
operations were conducted at any time
in the census year under the day-to-day
control of an individual management,
and from which $1,000 or more of agri-
cuitural products were sold during the
census year. Control may have been ex-
ercised through ownership or manage-
ment, or through a lease, rental, or crop-
ping arrangement. Places having less than
the minimum $1,000 sales in the census
year were also counted as farms if they
could normally be expected to produce
agricultural products in sufficient quan-
tity to meet the requirements of the
definition.

Three tables in this report provide
users with measures of the effect of the
change in definition: The table following
this introduction shows farms and sales,
by county, for 1974 and 1969, for both
the old and the new definitions, and also
for those places excluded by the 1974
but not by the 1959 definition. In chapter
I1, table 33 presents data by county for
1974 showing comparisons between
farms (1974 definition} and agricultural
operations that would have been farms
under the 1959 definition. The table that
comprises appendix B presents data by
State for 1974 and 1969 showing char-
acteristics of 1974 agricultural operations
excluded by the new definition and of
1969 farms having less than $1,000 total
value of sales.

The 1974 ‘‘ali farms’ data shown in
State tables 1 through 9 and county
tables 1 through 10 are for those agri-
cultural operations with at least $1,000
in total {(or potential) sales of farm prod-
ucts. All other tables in this report
are limited to farms with sales of $2,500
or more (see the paragraphs in appen-
dix A that describe the report forms
and the enumeration method).

Comparability of Data

In general, data for 1974 and earlier

X

censuses are comparable with data from
earlier censuses only for farms with
$2,500 or more total value of sales, be-
cause the data for farms with $2,500
or more value of sales are not affected
by the change in farm definition. Data
for all farms for 1974 are based on the
new definition so they are not directly
comparable to earlier censuses. It is also
important to note that in addition to
the difference in farm definition used
in this report from that in the preliminary
version, this final report contains 1974
figures which will not agree with figures
in the preliminary reports because of
corrections, additions, and deletions.

Even for farms with $2,5600 or more
value of sales, the difference in timing
and the change from personal interview
to mail enumeration affect the com-
parability between the data for 1974
and 1969 and that for earlier censuses.
Both 1974 and 1969 censuses were taken
by mail; all earlier censuses were taken
by direct interview.

Dramatic changes in rates of farm
expenditure and unit prices of products
sold between the 1969 and 1974 censuses
affect the comparability of some census
data. During the period between the two
censuses, prices paid by farmers greatly
increased. Prices received by farmers also
increased but with wide fluctuations
among commodities at different times
during the census year of 1974,

Crop and livestock production data are
for the calendar year 1974, except for a
few crops (such as citrus) for which the
production year overlaps the calendar
year. Expenditures, crops irrigated, usage
of agricultural chemicals and fertilizers,
and sale of farm products were all asked
for the calendar year. Respondents were
instructed to report inventory numbers of
livestock, poultry, and other specified
items as of December 31, 1974. The
reporting period and inventory data are
the same as for the 1969 census.

Censuses prior to 1969 were taken by
enumerators, each assigned to a specific
geographic area. Field work for the 1964
and 1959 censuses was completed largely
in October, November, and December of
the reference year. Livestock and poultry
inventories for those two censuses were as

of the time of enumeration. Other varia-
tions in time of enumeration occurred in
censuses prior to 1959,

Graphics

On the following pages, there is a graphic
presentation of selected agricultural
statistics for this State. The first four dot
maps are being published for all States.
The second four dot maps have been
selected to present data of particular
importance to this State.

Tabular Presentation

State data—In chapter |, State tables 1
through 27 show detailed State level data
generally accompanied by historical data
for one or more censuses. Tables 28
through 33 provide 1974 State data
cross-tabulated by various farm classifica-
tions.

County summary data—A summary of
selected data items for each county of the
State is presented in chapter |l of this
publication. In these tables the counties
are listed in alphabetical order with the
State total at the beginning of each table.

County miscellaneous data—In chapter
11, data for additional crop and livestock
items not common to a large number of
counties are reported in a separate set of
tables by county for each State. Some of
these items, even though reported in only
a few counties of the State, are suffi-
ciently important to account for a sig-
nificant proportion of the agricultural
production.

Counties not having the subject item
of a given table, or with only a very
limited number of farms reporting the
item, are not listed separately; their data
are combined with other counties and
presented as “All other.”

Final county data—Six pages of data are
presented in chapter 1V for each county
with 10 farms or more in 1974, The
tables include final data for each county
and are more comprehensive than those
in the preliminary reports. Data are for
the year 1974 with inventory (on place)
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figures as of December 31, 1974. In-
formation covering all farms and farms
with sales of $2,600 and over are pre-
sented for both the 1974 and 1969
censuses. A State level six-page report like
the county report is published at the
beginning of the chapter.

Preliminary county data—Preliminary re-
ports have been published separately for
all counties in the United States with 10
farms or more in 1974. This four-page
series provided, at the earliest possible
date, usable information on a limited
number of major data items, with compara-
tive final figures from the 1969 census.

The reports were issued on a flow
basis, with a State report following the
release of the last county report for each
State. Tables showing regional and U.S.
totals were also prepared as a part of this
series.

For all States, the same table format
was used to present the data except data
for six selected crops shown in table 7.
These crops were varied by State de-
pending upon their relative importance.

For major items at the county level
differences between the preliminary and
final figures are in general less_than 5
percent. At the State level, differences are
significantly less.

“See Text’’ Reference

The remark ““See text’’ in the tables refers
to explanations, definitions, and classifi-
cations in sections 5 and 6 of appendix A.

Abbreviations and Symbols

The following abbreviations and symbols
are used throughout the tables:
- Represents zero.
D Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.
X Not applicable.
Zz Less than half of the unit re-
ported.
NA Not available.
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INTRODUCTION Continued

FARMS AND VALUE OF PRODUCTS SOLD BY 1974 AND 1959 DEFINITIONS, WITH COMPARABLE DATA FOR AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS EXCLUDED BY 1974 DEFINITION' 1974 AND 1969

AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS
BY 1974 DEFINITION BY 1959 DEFINITION EXCLUDED BY 1974 DEFINJTION

BUT NOT BY 1959 DEFINITION
COUNTY VALUE OF AGRICUL~
NUMBER VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL NUMBER - VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL NUMBER TURAL PRODUCTS

PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) SOLD ($1,000)

1974 1969 1974 1969 1974 1969 1974 1969 1974 1969 1974 1969
MASSACHUSETTS, TOTAL , . 4 497 4 347 179 653 138 170 5 127 5 703 179 832 138 650 630 1 356 179 480
BARNSTABLE. & + & » o o » » 102 78 2 051 1 450 118 116 2 057 1 470 16 38 6 20
BERKSHIRE &+ & « o s ¢ « o & 305 284 10 506 8 280 348 380 10 820 8 320 43 96 14 39
BRISTOL , v & s 0 s ¢ o s & 511 510 15 657 15 577 572 625 15 673 15 612 61 115 16 34
DUKES ¢ o o o o 4 o o o o & 22 15 164 135 29 20 167 137 ? 5 3 2
ESSEX o & o o 0 o o o o s 311 317 9 926 7 054 358 407 9 939 7 075 47 90 14 20
FRANKLIN, o v o & 0 o v o & 404 406 15 125 13 468 457 550 15 138 13 521 53 144 13 53
HAMPDEN , v v & & s v « &+ & 311 286 13 595 11 903 375 367 13 613 11 930 64 81 17 27
HAMPSHIRE . o & o v & « & & 495 491 18 220 12 589 556 664 18 235 12 638 61 173 15 69
MIDDLESEX o o o o = o « 4 & 504 495 37 642 21 464 587 617 37 667 21 495 83 122 24 32
NANTUCKET & 4 & 4 o o o 4 o 6 (D) 152 (D} 6 D} 152 (1] - - - -
NORFOLK ¢ & 4 ¢ & o o o o o 172 163 5 130 4 576 199 233 5 140 4 591 27 70 9 15
PLYMOUTH, &+ & v & 4w o v o & 532 538 18 734 16 046 594 721 18 751 16 128 62 183 17 82
SUFFOLK & & ¢« o o o v o 4 & 6 10 496 605 6 10 496 605 - - - -
WORCESTER , & o+ 4 & « o & & 816 747 32 253 24 923 922 986 32 284 25 010 106 239 31 87
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HIGHLIGHTS of the State’s Agriculture:

Numberoffarms ...............cccovviviinninnnns.. total, .
Acresinfarms ......... ..ot total. .
per farm
Acres of harvested cropland .......................... total, ,
: per farm

Number of farms by size:

LR (I I T -
B0to 499 acres. ... ... e e
600 acresand OVEr ... .........civirriiiiniiiiieenaaas
1,000acresand over...........cc.viiinniinineennnnnnnn,
Value of land and buildings ............................ total. .
per farm. .

Value of machinery and equipmentonfarms ............... total. .
per farm, ,

Machinery and equipment on farms -specified items (number):
Automobiles. ... ... ... e
Motortrucks, including pickups ............ccoiiiunnnnn....
Tractors, excluding garden tractors and motor tillers .............

Value of all agricuitural productssold.................... total. .
per farm

oD . total. .

per farm. .

Livestock, poultry, and their products .................. total. .

per farm. .

Number of farms, excluding abnormal farms, by value
of agricultural product sold:
Under$2,800 . .........00uiiini it i aannns
$2,500 and over

.........................................
......................................

Value of agricultural products sold by farms, excluding
abnormal farms, having sales of—

...........................................
..........................................
......................................
....................................
....................................
..................................

Farm production expenses—specified items:
Commercially mixed formula feeds
Commercial fertitizer ..................... e e,
Gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil for the farm business . . . .
Farm labor, contract labor, machine hire and customwork

..........................

1974 and 1969

All Farms
1974 1969!
4497 5703
601 734 700578
134 123
188 015 189 635
42 33
1812 2481
2513 3026
172 196
30 40
578 024 000 395 573 000
128 535 69 362
84 637 000 48 237 000
18 821 8 458
4 184 5320
7710 8371
9341 9537
179 653 000 138 650 000
39949 24312
86 453 000 61 859 000
19225 10847
92 464 000 76 360 000
20 561 13389
1354 2132
3126 3535
942 1081
1162 1680
678 559
211 136
133 79
1528 000 1601000
177 035 000 134778 000
5 236 000 6 057 000
25 284 000 36 489 000
41869 000 33 639 000
28 553 000
76 094 000 58 593 000 {
36 735 000 24 824 000
5 808 000 3531 000
8 766 000 4573 000
33 868 000 28 781 000

' Not fully comparable because of change in farm definition; see introduction.

Farms with sales of

$2,500 and over
1974 1969
3185 3665
496 050 536 539
156 146
168 942 165 035
53 45
1142 1375
1885 2132
158 158
27 34
479 176 000 309 134 000
150 448 84 348
72 708 000 40 637 000
22 828 11088
31 3648
6 464 6712
7601 7421
177 112 000 134 896 000
55 608 36 806
85 347 000 60 495 000
26797 16 506
91086 000 74 020 000
28 599 20 196
59 130
3126 3535
942 1081
1162 1680
678 559
21 136
133 79
77 000 117 000
177 035 000 134 778 000
5 236 000 6 057 000
25 284 000 36 489 000
41869 000 33639000
28 553 000
76 094 000 53 593 000
36 188 000 23951000
5 587 000 3290 000
8502 000 4 270 000
33371000 27 540 000
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CHART 1. Changes in the State’s Agriculture: 1974 From 1969

FARMS WITH SALES OF

$2,500 AND OVER
Numberoffarms.................. total, .
Acresinfarms . ............... . ... total. .
per farm,
Acres of harvested cropland .. ..... total, .
per farm
Number of farms by size:
Ttod9acres ......ccviveeneniniinnnns
50t0d99acres .......... ..t
50010999 acres ........... it
1,000t01999acres ...........c.onnnn
2,000 acresand over ............. ...
Value of land and buildings ... ....... total. .
per farm. .
per acre. .
Value of all agricultural products
sold ... ... e total. .
per farm
Crops . ..o total
per farm
Livestock, poultry, and
their products ..... .......... total. .
per farm. .

Number of farms by value of agricultural
products sold:

Under$2,500 .........ccovveieannnenn
$2500and over ............iiaeanns
$2500t0$9,999 ...
-$10,000 to $39,999 IR
$40,000t0$99,999 ............ ...
$100,000 andover .............. ...t

Xiv

PERCENT DECREASE PERCENT INCREASE

I I | I I [ T T T T T |

-34.5
G0.0 mewmm

5.0 ==
78.4
7.7 =mmm

S1.1 @

yt.l
62.3 mmm

23.1
yt.b

e -S4.6

-30.8




CHART 1. Changes in the State’s Agriculture: 1974 From 1969 — Continued

FARMS WITH SALES OF
$2,600 AND OVER

Valus of agricultural products sold
by farms having sales of—

Under$2500 ........................
$2500andover ......................
$2,500t0$9,999 ...................
$10,000t0$39,999 .................
$40,000t0899,999 .................
$100,000 and over ............ RV

Farm production expenses—specified items:

Commercially mixed formula feeds. . .. . ...

Commercial fertilizer ..................

Gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil

for the farm business ..................

Farm labor, contract labor, machine hire

and customwork .....................

farms . ... ... ... ... doliars. .

Machinery and equipment on farms—
specified items:

Automobiles. . .. .......... number. .

Motortrucks, including pickups. . . number. .

Tractors, excluding garden tractors

and motor tillers . . .. ... ... number. .

PERCENT DECREASE

PERCENT INCREASE

T T T T ]

-34.h8
-30.7
-i4.7
-3.7
2y
N N R N N | L1 L1 |
60 50 40 30 20 10 0 10 20 30 40 50 60
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CHART 2. Profile of the State’s Agriculture: 1974

ALL FARMS

Farms by size:

11099

500 to 999 acres
1,000 to 1,999 acres

2,000 acres and over

BCIBS .. ittt it

Farms by value of land and buildings:

$1t0 $19,999
$20,000 to $39,999
$40,000 to $99,999
$100,000 to $499,999
$500,000 and over

Farms by value of machinery and equipment:

$1 10 $999
$1,000 to $4,999

$5,000 10 $19,999
$20,000 to $49,999
$50,000 and over

Farm operators by age:!

Under 35 years
351t0 44 years
45 to 54 years
55 to 64 years

65 years and older

Farm operators working off farm:*

11099

~ 100 days or more

days ..... P EE TP R P

Farm operators by tenure:

Fullowners.........covevieeroeinanss

Partowners .. ........coivvneunnnacees

Tenants

.............................

PERCENT OF TOTAL FARMS

......................

...................

....................

| T 1 T T ]
§7.9 ==
38.3
1.2
0.s
0.2
12.5
17.2
32.7
33y
4.3
1.0
17.4
H4.6
25.4
7.0
7.8
13.7
24.0
27.3
18.7
37.2
6.9
EERN
67.0 mmm
27.0
6.0
1 ] | | | ]
10 20 30 40 50 60

! Data apply only to individual or family operations {sole proprietorships) and partnerships.
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CHART 2. Profile of the State’s Agriculture: 1974— Continued

ALL FARMS

Farms by value of agr

jcultural products sold:

PERCENT OF TOTAL FARMS

Under $2,500

........................

$2,500 to $4,999 ..
$5,000 to $9,999 ..
$10,000 to $19,999
$20,000 to $39,999
$40,000 to $99,999
$100,000 and over

...................

...................

...................

Value of agricultural products sold by farms

having sales of—
Under $2,500 ...
$2,500 to $4,999
$5,000 to $9,999
$10,000to $19,999
$20,000 to $39,999
$40,000 to $99,999
$100,000 and over .

Farms by amount of total production

expenses:

$1 to $999

$1,000 to $4,999
$5,000 to $9,999
$10,000 to $19,999
$20,000 to $59,999

$60,000 andover ..............co ...

Sources of farm income:

Livestock, poultry, and their products .....
Other farm-related sources® .............

Type of organization for farms with sales of
$2,500 and over:

Individual or family

Partnership

T T T T T |
30.2
9.9
1.1
11.9
4.0
IS.1
7.7
0.9
0.9
2.0
y.3
9.9
23.4
SB.6 mmm
12.9
29.2
2.5
13.4
19.7
12.3
y7.4
c0.7
| .8
82.0 v
B.l
9.2
0.7
1 | | 1 1 1
10 20 30 40 50 60

1 R .
Includes forest products sold, and income from customwork and other agricultural services, recreational services, participation in government
farm programs, rental of farm property, and other miscellaneous sources closely related to the agricuitural operation.
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HIAX

74 - TMA

NUMBER OF FARMS: 1974

1 DOT =50

U.S. Department of Commerce
Bureau of the Census

LAND IN FARMS: 1974

1 DOT = 20,000 ACRES

U.S. Department of Commerce

74 - 2MA Bureau of the Census

74 - IMA

VALUE OF CROPS SOLD: 1974

1 DOT = $1,000,000

U.S. Deportment of Commerce
Bureau of the Census

VALUE OF LIVESTOCK, POULTRY,
AND THEIR PRODUCTS SOLD: 1974

1 DOT = $1,000,000

U.S. Department of Commerce
74 - AMA

Bureau of the Census




XX

VALUE OF DAIRY PRODUCTS SOLD: 1974
(FARMS WITH SALES OF $2,500 AND OVER)

1 DOT = $500,000

U.S. Department of Commerce

VALUE OF POULTRY AND POULTRY
PRODUCTS SOLD: 1974

1 DOT = $500,000

U.S. Department of Commaerce

74 - 6MA Bureau of the Census 74 - 7MA Bureau of the Consus
VALUE.OF NURSERY AND GREENHOUSE PRODUCTS BERRIES HARVESTED FOR SALE: 1974
HARVESTED FOR SALE: 1974
1 DOT = $100,000 1 DOT = 10 ACRES
74 - 18MA U praarat the Cont 74 - 28MA US. Deportment of Commerce
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