
Table 10. Tenure and Characteristics of Operator and Type of Organization: 1987 
and 1982 

[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text J 

Characteristics 
Massachusetts Barnstable Berkshire Bristol Dukes Essex 

FARMS 

land in farms _______________________________ farms, 1987 __ 6216 158 392 675 58 439 
1982 __ 5401 123 352 597 40 372 

acres, 1987 __ 615 185 (D) 70792 42562 7314 30940 
1982 __ 612819 5010 73434 41 883 7355 30283 

Harvested cropland ________________________ farms, 1987 __ 5084 134 326 526 43 345 
1982 __ 4608 111 313 499 32 290 

acres, 1987 __ 194 874 (D) 22280 14554 709 12714 
1982 __ 197 769 (D) 24370 15622 830 11 638 

TENURE OF OPERATOR 

Full owners _________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 4313 121 246 453 43 321 
1982 __ 3521 96 193 388 25 269 

acres, 1987 __ 348 117 3286 34253 23293 6751 17436 
1982 __ 303 952 2673 33 178 20248 6325 17261 

Harvested cropland ________________________ farms, 1987 __ 3377 102 195 342 31 240 
1982 __ 2887 86 165 307 18 200 

acres, 1987 __ 73627 788 7056 5737 505 5445 
1982 __ 66272 607 6775 5357 198 4743 

Part owners _________________________________ farms, 1987 __ I 449 22 120 156 8 88 
1982 __ 1 481 16 137 143 10 78 

acres, 1987 __ 231 033 1 228 31 951 14 918 515 12215 
1982 __ 279 378 (D) 37510 17223 786 12213 

Owned land in farms ______________________ acres, 1987 __ 142 962 799 19 129 8378 319 7366 
1982 __ 182 407 (D) 23309 9297 551 7 129 

Rented land in farms _____________________ acres, 1987 __ 88071 429 12822 6 540 196 4849 
1982 __ 96971 (D) 14 201 7926 235 5084 

Harvested cropland ________________________ farms, 1987 __ I 339 20 107 135 6 81 
1982 __ 1 396 16 131 136 10 72 

acres, 1987 __ 105 444 552 13419 7059 173 6292 

1982 __ 118409 (D) 16210 7967 439 6483 
Tenants ____________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 454 15 26 66 7 30 

1982 __ 399 11 22 66 5 25 
acres, 1987 __ 36035 359 4588 4351 48 1 289 

1982 __ 29489 (D) 2746 4 412 244 809 
Harvested cropland ________________________ farms, 1987 __ 368 12 24 49 6 24 

1982 __ 325 9 17 56 4 18 
acres, 198L_ 15803 (D) 1 805 1 758 31 977 

1982 __ 13088 (D) 1 385 2298 193 412 

OPERATOR CHARACTERISTICS 

Operators by place of residence: On farm operated ________________________________ 1987 __ 4918 103 323 545 44 349 
1982 __ 4228 75 295 459 28 308 

Not on farm operated _____________________________ 1987 __ 960 54 46 102 9 62 
1982 __ 784 41 34 90 10 40 

Not reported _____________________________________ 1987 __ 338 1 23 28 5 28 
1982 __ 389 7 23 48 2 24 

Operators by principal occupation: Farming _________________________________________ 1987 __ 3 174 85 195 358 30 227 
1982 __ 2941 56 191 314 21 189 

Other ___________________________________________ 1987 __ 3042 73 197 317 28 212 
1982 __ 2460 67 161 283 19 183 

Operators by days of work off farm: None ____________________________________________ 1987 __ 2371 67 165 275 23 179 
1982 __ 2 121 42 152 230 12 138 

Any _____________________________________________ 1987 __ 3516 84 200 350 34 239 
1982 __ 2897 79 178 329 27 213 

1 to 49 days ___________________________________ 1987 __ 374 6 21 25 2 25 
1982 __ 271 14 17 27 1 23 

50 to 99 days __________________________________ 1987 __ 178 3 5 15 2 14 
1982 __ 202 10 7 21 5 12 

100 to 149 days ________________________________ 1987 __ 245 13 13 20 5 15 
1982 __ 225 3 11 26 5 20 

150 to 199 days ________________________________ 1987 __ 436 12 24 45 4 37 
1982 __ 361 5 26 35 5 35 

200 days or more ______________________________ 1987 __ 2283 50 137 245 21 148 
1982 __ 1 838 47 117 220 11 123 

Not reported _____________________________________ 1987 __ 329 7 27 50 1 21 
1982 __ 383 2 22 38 1 21 

Operators by years on present farm: 
27 15 2 years or less ___________________________________ 1987 __ 249 12 9 -

1982 __ 311 5 18 33 3 15 
3 or 4 years _____________________________________ 1987 __ 449 20 24 45 6 25 

1982 __ 508 8 22 69 4 46 
5 to 9 years ______________________________________ 1987 __ I 165 30 72 138 18 69 

1982 __ 884 24 67 96 10 73 
10 years or more _________________________________ 1987 __ 3421 86 211 374 25 255 

1982 __ 2792 73 195 285 15 179 
Average years on present farm __________________ 1987 __ 18.8 16.0 20.6 17.3 15.4 21.0 

1982 __ 18.2 17.2 19.6 16.4 11.9 18.4 

Not reported _____________________________________ 1987 __ 932 10 76 91 9 75 
1982 __ 906 13 50 114 8 59 
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Table 10. Tenure and Characteristics of Operator and Type of Organization: 1987 
and 1982-Con. 

[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text] 

Characteristics 
Hampden Hampshire Middlesex Nantucket Norfolk Plymouth 

FARMS 

Land in farms ________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 490 624 569 12 212 775 
1982 __ 392 559 567 6 205 649 

acres, 1987 __ 46747 64 567 38709 819 13 124 77 140 
1982 __ 43835 63624 40173 (0) 13398 80392 

Harvested cropland _________________________ fanms, 1987 __ 404 528 438 10 159 668 
1982 __ 338 493 460 6 156 561 

acres, 1987 __ 14014 24290 15064 441 4003 19360 
1982 __ 13089 26465 15491 (0) 3486 19313 

TENURE OF OPERATOR 

Full owners __________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 358 394 406 5 154 628 
1982 __ 247 323 391 3 146 525 

acres, 1987 __ 29482 30971 18487 (0) 7353 67990 
1982 __ 23686 23464 18468 (0) 7351 55694 

Harvested cropland _________________________ farms, 1987 __ 283 313 298 3 112 531 
1982 __ 213 265 306 3 108 456 

acres, 1987 __ 5971 6778 4164 (0) 1 238 15315 
1982 __ 4421 6072 4383 (0) 1 446 12602 

Part owners __________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 107 187 126 3 36 96 
1982 __ 118 190 132 1 43 91 

acres, 1987 __ 15720 30861 18445 (0) 5019 6969 
1982 __ 19290 36148 18974 (0) 5635 20672 

Owned land in farms ______________________ acres, 1987 __ 9637 18540 9275 lO) 2092 3885 
1982 __ 12189 22995 9588 0) 3 176 16626 

Rented land in farms _____________________ acres, 1987 __ 6083 12321 9170 (0) 2927 3084 
1982 __ 7101 13 153 9386 (0) 2459 4046 

Harvested cropland _________________________ farms, 1987 __ 102 178 115 3 30 91 
1982 __ 108 189 120 1 35 80 

acres, 1987 __ 7206 16081 10165 (0) 2345 3 198 

1982 __ 8240 18476 9655 (0) 1 963 5631 Tenants _____________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 25 43 37 4 22 51 
1982 __ 27 46 44 2 16 33 

acres, 1987 __ 1 545 2735 1 777 316 752 2 181 
1982 __ 859 4012 2711 (0) 412 4026 

Harvested cropland _________________________ fanms, 1987 __ 19 37 25 4 17 46 
1982 __ 17 39 34 2 13 25 

acres, 1987 __ 837 1 431 735 (0) 420 847 
1982 __ 428 1917 1 453 (0) 77 1 080 

OPERATOR CHARACTERISTICS 

Operators by place of residence: 
On farm operated ________________________________ 1987 __ 401 500 442 10 169 492 

1982 __ 316 444 433 4 159 419 
Not on farm operated _____________________________ 1987 __ 61 73 83 2 30 236 

1982 __ 49 60 90 - 33 180 Not reported _____________________________________ 1987 __ 28 51 44 - 13 47 
1982 __ 27 55 44 2 13 50 

Operators by principal occupation: Farming _________________________________________ 1987 __ 248 307 290 7 107 440 
1982 __ 199 337 313 4 90 369 Other ___________________________________________ 1987 __ 242 317 279 5 105 335 
1982 __ 193 222 254 2 115 280 

Operators by days of work off farm: 
None ____________________________________________ 1987 __ 197 240 206 2 80 276 

1982 __ 147 224 247 1 69 246 Any _____________________________________________ 1987 __ 278 350 324 9 119 459 
1982 __ 218 287 291 3 118 344 

1 to 49 days ___________________________________ 1987 __ 26 39 47 2 8 66 
1982 __ 15 27 27 1 9 28 

50 to 99 days __________________________________ 1987 __ 15 22 17 - 10 34 
1982 __ 9 31 23 1 11 25 

100 to 149 days-_______________________________ 1987 __ 23 17 23 2 4 35 
1982 __ 14 18 27 - 13 37 150 to 199 days- _______________________________ 1987 __ 28 37 53 2 16 49 
1982 __ 22 39 34 - 10 38 

200 days or more ______________________________ 1987 __ 186 235 184 3 81 275 
1982 __ 158 172 180 1 75 216 

Not reported _____________________________________ 1987 __ 15 34 39 1 13 40 
1982 __ 27 48 29 2 18 59 

Operators by years on present farm: 
2 years or less ___________________________________ 1987 __ 24 27 15 - 7 38 

1982 __ 23 38 25 - 3 44 3 or 4 years _____________________________________ 1987 __ 30 41 44 1 8 59 
1982 __ 31 51 41 - 26 81 5 to 9 years ______________________________________ 1987 __ 95 111 90 5 45 166 
1982 __ 55 80 90 1 34 98 

10 years or more _________________________________ 1987 __ 258 321 318 6 126 421 
1982 __ 215 291 317 3 107 323 

Average years on present farm __________________ 1987 __ 20.2 19.6 18.8 15.7 20.2 17.4 
1982 __ 19.2 19.0 19.1 18.8 20.2 17.0 

Not reported _____________________________________ 1987 __ 83 124 102 - 26 91 
1982 __ 68 99 94 2 35 103 
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Table 10. Tenure and Characteristics of Operator and Type of Organization: 1987 
and 1982-Con. 

[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text 1 

Characteristics 
Massachusetts Barnstable Berkshire Bristol Dukes Essex 

OPERATOR CHARACTERISTICS-
Con. 

Operators by age group: Under 25 years ___________________________________ 1987 __ 50 - 4 8 - -
1982 __ 64 - 1 7 - -25 to 34 years ___________________________________ 1987 __ 590 31 32 62 6 33 
1982 __ 681 16 41 73 11 45 35 to 44 years ___________________________________ 1987 __ 1 477 32 87 160 16 99 
1982 __ 1 163 28 65 144 7 80 

45 to 54 years ___________________________________ 1987 __ 1 329 16 86 138 11 97 
1982 __ 1 118 23 93 138 8 78 55 to 64 years ___________________________________ 1987 __ 1 305 29 82 161 9 101 
1982 __ 1 260 21 81 140 7 99 55 to 59 years _________________________________ 1987 __ 642 19 43 85 5 40 60 to 64 years _________________________________ 1987 __ 663 10 39 76 4 61 

65 years and over ________________________________ 1967 __ 1 465 50 101 146 16 109 
1982 __ 1 115 35 71 95 7 70 65 to 69 years _________________________________ 1987 __ 

595 21 42 76 6 30 70 years and over ______________________________ 1987 __ 870 29 59 70 10 79 Average age _________________________________ 1987 __ 52.6 52.3 53.5 52.0 52.9 54.1 
1962 __ 51.5 53.2 52.2 50.2 48.1 51.7 

Operators by sex: Male _____________________________________ farms, 1961._ 5415 132 341 612 48 365 
1982 __ 4831 114 313 546 35 323 

acres, 1987 __ 571 616 4402 65604 39560 (D) 26962 
1962 __ 570 447 3884 69 137 40072 (D) 26228 

Female ___________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 801 26 51 63 10 74 
1962 __ 570 9 39 51 5 49 

acres, 1967 __ 43569 471 5 188 2982 (D) 3978 
1982 __ 42372 1 126 4297 1 811 (D) 4055 

TYPE OF ORGANIZATION 

Individual or family (sale proprietorship) ________ farms, 1987 __ 5 124 122 335 576 46 357 
1982 __ 4541 104 308 522 30 314 

acres, 1981._ 431 467 2649 52410 34517 3650 22514 
1982 __ 429422 3495 56164 33 155 (D) 22110 

Partnership _________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 481 6 34 40 3 35 
1982 __ 377 3 27 42 1 25 

acres, 1987 __ 73006 65 11 716 3 169 (D) 3573 
1982 __ 63463 (D) 9200 4072 (D) 3352 

Corporation: 
Family held _______________________________ farms, 1987 __ 493 21 16 50 4 40 

1982 __ 365 10 13 23 4 24 
acres, 1987 __ 61 497 1 103 (D) (D) 1 191 3957 

1982 __ 82599 (0) (0) 3479 (0) (0) 
Other than family held _____________________ farms, 1987 __ 51 5 2 2 1 3 

1982 __ 48 2 1 5 1 1 
acres, 1987 __ 5038 196 (0) (0) (0) 280 

1982 __ 8779 (0) (0) 567 (0) (0) 

Other-cooperative, estate or trust, 
institutional, etc. ____________________________ farms, 1987 __ 67 4 5 7 4 4 

1982 __ 70 4 3 5 4 8 
acres, 1987 __ 24157 640 3 190 670 (0) 616 

1982 __ 28556 (D) 2 165 610 4701 1 736 
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Table 10. Tenure and Characteristics of Operator and Type of Organization: 1987 
and 1982-Con. 

[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text 1 

Characteristics 
Hampden Hampshire Middlesex Nantucket Norfolk Plymouth 

OPERATOR CHARACTERISTICS-
Con. 

Operators by age group: Under 25 years ___________________________________ 1987 __ 2 11 4 - - 8 
1982 __ 3 11 9 - 1 10 

25 to 34 years ___________________________________ 1987 __ 37 52 56 3 22 62 
1982 __ 39 80 62 - 28 75 

35 to 44 years ___________________________________ 1987 __ 121 135 116 3 46 200 
1982 __ 83 105 104 2 43 149 

45 to 54 years ___________________________________ 1987 __ 78 130 139 5 46 187 
1982 __ 73 87 151 2 43 126 

55 to 64 years ___________________________________ 1987 __ 108 109 143 - 50 151 
1982 __ 109 138 119 - 51 142 

55 to 59 years _________________________________ 1987 __ 52 52 71 - 21 73 
60 to 64 years _________________________________ 1987 __ 56 57 72 - 29 78 

65 years and over ________________________________ 1987 __ 144 187 111 1 48 167 
1982 __ 85 138 122 2 39 147 

65 to 69 years _________________________________ 1987 __ 65 70 40 - 22 49 
70 years and over ______________________________ 1987 __ 79 117 71 1 26 118 

Average age _________________________________ 1987 __ 54.7 54.0 52.6 44.8 53.0 52.1 
1982 __ 53.2 52.3 51.9 51.5 51.6 52.0 

Operators by sex: Male ______________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 429 572 466 11 167 676 
1982 __ 366 504 483 6 181 583 

acres, 1987 __ 42739 61 712 35322 817 12018 73857 
1982 __ 40989 60094 37057 (0) 12 179 76228 

Female ____________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 61 52 103 1 45 99 
1982 __ 26 55 84 - 24 66 

acres, 1987 __ 4008 2855 3387 (0) 1 106 3283 
1982 __ 2846 3530 3 116 - 1 219 4164 

TYPE OF ORGANIZATION 

Individual or family (sole proprietorship) _________ farms, 1987 __ 428 529 437 10 151 592 
1982 __ 344 484 454 6 155 502 

acres, 1987 __ 36564 46576 26694 !O) 10105 31 419 
1982 __ 34414 48030 29808 0) 10046 27962 

Partnership __________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 28 60 50 2 17 47 
1982 __ 25 40 34 - 11 45 

acres, 1987 __ 4729 7996 4035 (0) 1 155 8371 
1982 __ 4755 6070 2033 - 1 021 4606 

Corporation: Family held ________________________________ farms, 1987 __ 27 24 63 - 34 114 
1982 __ 20 25 62 - 35 71 

acres, 1987 __ 4312 7560 6005 - 1 015 30731 
1982 __ 4014 (0) 5728 - 1 127 39824 

Other than family held ______________________ farms, 1987 __ 4 5 12 - 7 8 
1982 __ 2 2 11 - - 17 

acres, 1987 __ (0) 1 046 377 - 243 1 882 
1982 __ (0) (0) 1 068 - - 3508 

Other-cooperative, estate or trust, 
institutional, etc. _____________________________ farms, 1987 __ 3 6 7 - 3 14 

1982 __ 1 8 6 - 4 14 
acres, 1987 __ (0) 1 389 1 598 - 606 4737 

1982 __ (0) 1 760 1 536 - 1 204 4492 
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