Characteristics of Agriculture

Quick Facts
Puerto Rico
2002 Census of Agriculture

The 2002 Census of Agriculture was the 15th census for
Puerto Rico and the first conducted with the same
reference period as the continental U.S. In Puerto Rico,
the census of agriculture defined a farm as any place
from which $500 or more of agricultural products were
produced and sold, or normally would have been sold,
during the reference year. The 2002 Census of
Agriculture reported approximately 17,700 farms.
The total market value of sales from all crop and livestock
commodities totaled $581.5 million, down 2 percent from
1998. Livestock commodities accounted for $331.1
million dollars and crop commodities accounted for
$250.4 million dollars. In addition to the market value of
sales, farm related income totaled $71.9 million dollars,
up 43 percent from 1998. This includes income from rent,
custom farm work, government payments, etc.
The dairy industry continues to be the major contributor
to the local economy. Nearly $194.2 million worth of dairy
products were sold in 2002, including 373.3 million quarts
of milk. Poultry and poultry products came in second to
the dairy industry and accounted for $78.8 million in
sales, including 32 million broilers sold. These two
industries accounted for about $273.0 million or about 47
percent of the total value of sales.
Horticultural and nursery products contributed the most
to the local economy of all crop commodities. They
reported $66.5 million in sales, followed by plantains with
$47.5 million and coffee with $42.1 million. Combined,
these three commodities accounted for nearly 27 percent
of the total value of sales.

T he 2002 C ensus of A griculture provides a detailed look at agriculture in
each of the N ation’s 3,000 plus counties. These data, available in electronic
form at on the Internet, printed, or C D -R O M give a com plete statistical view
of the N ations farm s and farm s every 5 years.
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T he census of in P uerto R ico provides a detailed look at agriculture in each
of the islands 78 m unicipios. These data, available in electronic form at on
the Internet.
T he U S D A ’s N ational Agricultural Statistics Service (N A S S ) wishes to thank
all farm ers and ranchers who responded to the P uerto Rico 2002 Census of
A griculture.
For m ore inform ation contact:
N A S S C ustom er S ervice
C ensus of Agriculture
R oom 5829, South Building
1400 Independence A venue, S W
W ashington, D C 20250-2000
T elephone - 1-800-727-9540
E -m ail - nass@ nass.usda.gov
Internet - w w w .usda.gov/nass/
In P uerto R ico contact:
Junta de P lanificación de P uertoR ico
O ficina del C enso
T el: 787-728-4430
or
E l D epartam ento de A gricultura
O ficina de E stadísticas
T el: 787-722-0817

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room
326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410
or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
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