


Farms and Ranches With Women
Principal Operators: 1982-2002

Quick Facts About

Women in
Agriculture
The 2002 Census of Agriculture provides a focused 
picture of women's participation in and contri-
bution to agriculture. The census is a key step in 
identifying program development that will address 
the changing needs of farmers and ranchers.

The 2002 Census of Agriculture is the most 
comprehensive source of statistics portraying our 
Nation's agriculture. It is the only source of uniform 
agricultural data for every county in the United 
States.

For the first time, the census collected information 
for more than one operator per farm. Demographic 
and other information were collected for up to 
three operators per farm: the principal operator 
plus one or two additional operators. This may be 
fewer than the total number of operators on some 
farms. All operators refer to these multiple 
operators. Demographic data for up to the three 
operators reported are presented separately for 
women, by race categories, and for Spanish, 
Hispanic, or Latino origin.

Tenure of Principal Operators: 2002

		 	 Full	 Part	 Tenants	 Full	 Part	 Tenants	
		 	 Owners	 Owners	 	 Owners	 Owners
	

	Number of 

	Farms	 	 199,733	 27,087	 10,999	 1,428,136	 551,004	 149,842

	Percent of 

	Farms	 	 87%	 11%	 5%	 67%	 26%	 7%

		 	

	Land in 

	Farms (acres)	 37,223,473	 18,069,305	 4,080,779	 356,767,305	 495,012,197	 86,499,554

	Percent 	 	 63%	 30%	 7%	 38%	 53%	 9%

	
Source: USDA - NASS 2002 Census of Agriculture

Women Principal Operators All Principal Operators

Computer Usage: 2002

	 	 Farms	 Percent	 Farms	 Percent	

	 Computer Usage for		 96,025	 40%	 827,215	 39%

	 	 Farm Business	

	 Internet Access	 	 123,556	 52%	 1,056,875	 50%	

Source: USDA - NASS 2002 Census of Agriculture
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Economic class includes total value of sales and government payments

Women Operated Farms by
Economic Class: 2002
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Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold
and Government Payments of 
Women-Operated Farms: 2002
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(Total = $7.8 billion)

Source: USDA - NASS 2002 Census of Agriculture
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Women Principal Operators by
Size of Farm: 2002
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Age of Women Principal Operators: 2002

Source:  USDA - NASS 2002 Census of Agriculture

Average Age of Women Operators: 2002
	

All operators	 51.9	

Principal operators	 56.7	

Second operator	 50.3	

Third operator	 45.2

Source:  USDA - NASS 2002 Census of Agriculture
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Women Principal Operators by
Type of Organization: 2002

Source: USDA - NASS 2002 Census of Agriculture
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