
The 2007 Census of Agriculture showed 
that 503,917 farms and ranches across 
the United States utilized conservation 
methods such as no-till or limited tilling, 
filtering runoff to remove chemicals, fenc-
ing animals from streams and other prac-
tices. These conservation methods were 
used by producers in every state but were 
more widely used across the Midwest. 
The states with the largest number of op-
erations using these methods were Iowa 
(41,350), Illinois (32,338), Ohio (27,166), 
Wisconsin (27,081) and Missouri (24,040).
  
In addition to conservation methods such 
as no-till or limited tilling, filtering runoff to 
remove chemicals, fencing animals from 
streams and other practices, the 2007 
Census of Agriculture also reported that 
346,231 farms had a total of 38,547,450 
acres enrolled in Conservation Reserve, 
Wetlands Reserve, Farmable Wetland 
or Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
programs. This reflected a 5.8 million acre, 
or 18 percent, increase from 2002. Texas 
had the most acreage enrolled in the pro-
grams with 4.2 million acres, followed by 
Montana, North Dakota, Kansas, Colorado 
and Iowa — all with more than 2 million 
enrolled acres.
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Every Voice Counts

In conducting the 2007 Census 
of Agriculture, the National 
Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS) placed a special 
emphasis on outreach to 
traditionally under-represented 
populations, including small, 
minority, female and limited-
resource farm operators. 

Working in partnership with 
community-based organizations 
nationwide, NASS engaged in 
an extensive effort to make sure 
the 2007 Census mailing list 
included all farms and ranches, 
regardless of size, location or 
type of operation. NASS also 
partnered with these groups to 
provide hands-on assistance 
and support to local producers 
— including non-English 
speakers — in filling out their 
Census forms. In addition, NASS 
targeted its media outreach 
efforts towards publications and 
broadcast outlets that reach 
small, minority and non-English-
speaking producers.

The 2007 Census of Agriculture 
marked the first time NASS 
attempted to collect a Census 
report from individual farm 
operators on American Indian 
reservations in all states. In 
2002, reservations were counted 
as a single farm and reservation 
officials supplied counts of 
individual operators. NASS will 
issue a follow-up report about 
agricultural activity on American 
Indian reservations in the spring 
of 2009.

NASS is committed to continuing 
its outreach to all underserved 
populations.
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Irrigation Water 
from U.S. Bureau of             
Reclamation

Receiving irrigation water 
supplied by a U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation project or facil-
ity is another conservation 
method that, according to the 
2007 Census of Agriculture, 
46,177 farms reported using. 
All of these operations were 
located in the West. Of the total 
farms using Bureau of Reclam-
tion supplied water, the states 
accounting for the highest 
percentage are California (21 
percent), Idaho (15 percent), 
Washington (12 percent), Colo-
rado (9 percent) and Oklahoma 
Oregon (8 percent).

On Farm Renewable 
Energy Production

For the first time, the 2007 
Census of Agriculture also 
reported the number of farms 
producing on-farm renewable 
energy. Energy conservation 
through the production of on-
farm renewable energy was 
reported on more 23,000 farms 
in the United States.  California 
and Texas accounted for the 
largest number of farms pro-
ducing renewable energy with 
3,230 and 2,300 operations, 
respectively. 
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